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          The People’s Parliament   (http//:www.harismibrahim.wordpress.com )         

 

13th August, 2009 

 

1. Y.B. Lim Guan Eng,                                               By Courier / Fax / e-mail                                                                                                      
Secretary-General,                                         ( Fax No. : 03-79575718/79553908   )                                                                                                  
Democratic Action Party,                            e-mail :  dap@dapmalaysia.org                     
No 24, Jalan 20/9, Paramount Garden,                                                                                
46300, Petaling Jaya, Selangor. 
 

 
2. Y.B. Dato’ Seri Haji Abdul Hadi Awang,          By Courier / Fax / e-mail                                                                                                      

President,                                                                ( Fax No. 03-26938399 )                                                                                                                                         
Parti Islam SeMalaysia,                                e-mail : sukpaspusat@yahoo.com                                                                                              
No.318A, Jalan Raja Laut,                                                                                                           
50350 Kuala Lumpur. 
 
 

3. Y.B. Datuk Seri Wan Azizah Wan Ismail,       By Courier / Fax / e-mail                                                                                                      
President,                                                               ( Fax No. 03-78850531 )                                                                                                              
Parti Keadilan Rakyat,                            e-mail : ibupejabat@keadilanrakyat.org                                                                                                            
A-1-09, Merchant Square,                                                                                                                          
Jalan Tropicana Selatan 1,                                                                                              
47410 Petaling Jaya. 
 

               Dear Yang Berkhidmat-Yang Berkhidmat, 

 
Re : Wither To Pakatan Rakyat? 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
God’s peace be with you. 

I note with great interest a report in the Malaysianinsider yesterday that your parties 
will be having an important meeting today to “cement a closer working relationship” 
and to affirm that the Pakatan Rakyat coalition is “working for all Malaysians” and that 
this closed-door meeting will “centre on the alliance’s main policies, successes and 
improvements to the pact”. 
 
As the leaders of your respective parties meet this morning, I would like to bring to their 
attention a commitment that your respective parties had made with the rakyat before 
the last general election. 
 
In February, last year, a civil society initiative involved the launch of two documents into 
the public domain : The People’s Voice and The People’s Declaration. 
 
These two documents were sent out to all known political parties in Malaysia on 6th 
February, 2008 and, in anticipation of the soon-to-be announced general election, 
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accompanied with an invitation to endorse these documents to reflect their alignment 
with the aspirations declared therein. 
 
By 16th February, 2008, 6 political parties, including the parties that you head, had 
confirmed their endorsement of The People’s Declaration. 
 
On 23rd February, 2008, at a formal launch of The People’s Declaration in Kuala 
Lumpur, Y.B Ronnie Liu of DAP, Y.B. Dr. Siti Mariah Mahmud of PAS and PKR central 
committee member Badrul Hisham Saharin attended to formally endorse The 
People’s Declaration on behalf of their respective parties. A report from Malaysiakini 
on that event is now enclosed herewith for your convenient reference. 
 
You may not realize it but, on account of this endorsement by your respective parties of 
The People’s Declaration, many in civil society, myself included, spared no effort in 
campaigning during the 12th General Election for many of the candidates from your 
respective parties. 
 
Some 18 months has passed since the last general election and since the loose coalition , 
Pakatan Rakyat, comprising your respective parties, was forged. 
 
Much has happened in those 18 months, and of late, that has left many in civil society 
wondering if the endorsement by your respective parties of The People’s Declaration 
then was sincere or merely to win over support for your respective parties for the 
anticipated general elections then. 
 
I will just mention here the more urgent concerns that come to mind. 
 

•   the seeming reluctance of your respective parties, in the states in which 
governance is now in the hands of Pakatan Rakyat, to introduce local 
government elections, even on a limited, experimental basis 
 

•   the unexplained failure on the part of the Pakatan Rakyat state governments to 
come together and take advantage of the provisions of section 25(1) of the 
Printing Press & Publications Act, 1984 and to produce and publish a daily 
newspaper with a view to countering the lies of the mainstream media 

 
•  PAS’ eagerness to engage UMNO in unity talks and discussions on the possibility 

of forming a unity government  raises serious concerns about the sincerity of 
their “PAS for all” sloganeering and, possibly, a total disregard for the reality that 
a great many voters in the last election gave their vote to PAS candidates, not out 
of love for PAS, but simply because they have come to detest the very party that 
PAS appears to be courting 

 
•  the apparent inability of the PKR-led Pakatan state government in Selangor to 

deal effectively with the culture of cronyism, still prevalent amongst its grass 
root members, nurtured from their previous association and affiliation with 
UMNO     

 
•   the failure, until now, of PKR, to effectively discipline YB Zulkifli Noordin for his 

disgraceful role in the disruption of a forum held at the Bar Council auditorium 
in August last year. Whilst media reports had it that YB Zulkifli was formally 
issued with a notice to show cause in September, last year, in relation to his role 
in the disruption of that forum, nothing appears to have happened since, leaving 
the impression that PKR 
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•   to-date, none of the Pakatan state governments have effectively implemented a 
pre-election promise to have all Mentris Besar and state exco members declare 
their assets. It is most telling that the move, in March this year, by the Selangor 
state government to have the MB and the 10 exco members declare their assets 
was described by DAP’s vice-chairperson Tunku Abdul Aziz Ibrahim as 
'laughable', 'farcical', ‘no different from the government they replaced’ and as 
'short-changing' the people 

 

• The Perak crisis was facilitated by crossovers from PKR and DAP. These raise 
serious questions about the processes and the criteria adopted in the selection of 
candidates. As DAP Sungai assemblyperson Y.B. A Sivanesan observed recently, 
Pakatan Rakyat are now paying the price for failing to properly vet the 
candidates before endorsing them for the last general election 

 

•   the revelation in June this year, of dubious dealings between the Pakatan Rakyat 
Selangor government and solid waste management company Alam Flora Sdn 
Bhd with a view to channel funds to the Pakatan Rakyat parties and their 
divisions that lack funds. It is noteworthy that after this expose was investigated, 
the Selangor MB had announced that the previous arrangement for the award of 
contracts, which formed the basis of the wrongdoing alleged, was to be scrapped 
and replaced by open balloting 

 

•   Y.B. Hassan Ali’s move to ban the sale of alcohol in what he chooses to categorise 
as ‘Muslim-majority areas in the state of Selangor’ is no less than a fraud on the 
many non-Muslim voters whose votes Y.B. Hassan courted in the run up to the 
last elections 

 

•  the constant bickering and in-fighting that goes on between your respective party 
leaders and members 

 
I found the reaction amongst your party leaders to the results of the recently concluded 
Manek Urai by-elections rather insightful. 
 
Y.B. Lim Kit Siang was reported by Malaysiakini on 15th July, 2009 to have said :    
 
"It is a salutary warning to Pakatan parties and leaders who think that we can 
indulge in the luxury of excesses and internal strife, mistakenly believing that it is 
riding on such an irresistible political wave that it could not possibly lose in any by-
election or in the next general elections. Pakatan parties and leaders must go back to 
the drawing board to sustain public confidence, support and hope which suffered 
grievous blows particularly in the last month”. 
 
In another Malaysiakini report of the same date, Y.B. Dato Seri Anwar is reported to 
have described ‘PAS' slim 65-vote victory at Manek Urai as "still a win" ’. 
 
"Umno cannot resurrect any more... they are only left with nyawa-nyawa ikan (like a 
fish out of water),", Y.B. Dato Seri Anwar is reported to have said.  
 
Dato Seri Anwar’s observation as to UMNO’s inability to resurrect may well be correct, 
but to presume that this inability on the part of UMNO will necessarily translate into 
votes, at any forthcoming  by-election, for Pakatan Rakyat, however inept and 
incompetent the latter is perceived by the rakyat to be, , may well be inviting a rude 
awakening to the truth. 
 
That truth appears to be fully understood by Shah Alam MP, Y.B. Khalid Samad. 
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Malaysiakini reported on 30th July, 2009 that whilst speaking at seminar, Y.B. Khalid 
made the following observations : 
 
1.  he personally believed the main reason why Pakatan Rakyat did well in the last 

general elections was that the people were tired of BN's corruption and racial politics 
 

2. attributions by PAS for their success to increasing Islamic consciousness and of PKR 
and DAP to their attractiveness to voters, were not necessarily correct 

 
3. incorrect attributions for their success would lead Pakatan Rakyat coalition partners 

to "bring about changes which probably society at large is not completely ready to 
accept 

 
4. values perpetuated by Umno-BN were based on fear, suspicion and racialist policies. 

Pakatan Rakyat should counter this politics of fear and race with a more positive 
political philosophy where issues of social justice, economic justice and the role of 
government in ensuring national unity are emphasised 

 
 Another truth that your respective parties would do well not to forget was articulated by 
Y.B. Mohammad Nizar Jamaluddin in relation to UMNO’s scandalous denial of the 
Perak rakyat of their choice of government : 
 
“It is the rakyat that has elected us to office and as such we have to go back to them for 
a fresh mandate to once again allow Pakatan Rakyat to rule the state.” 
 
Polling date for the Permatang Pasir by-election has been set for 25th August, 2009. 
 
You have to come back to the rakyat for a fresh mandate.  
 
Please do not presume that merely because you perceive that UMNO cannot resurrect 
itself, the seat is Pakatan Rakyat’s for the picking, however much the rakyat feel you may 
have shortchanged them up to now.   
 
As you sit this morning to discuss your policies, please reflect on the political philosophy 
that Y.B. Khalid spoke of, touching on issues of social justice, economic justice and the 
role of government in ensuring national unity. 
 
And then look to The People’s Declaration and tell us why the aspirations laid out in 
this document cannot form the basis of Pakatan Rakyat’s policies.  
 
Here, I’m enclosing a copy of The People’s Declaration, in case you’ve misplaced the 
copy sent earlier.  

 
I thank you for taking time out from your busy schedule to read this letter. 
 

              I am, as always, anak Bangsa Malaysia, 
 

 
 
Haris Ibrahim                                                                                                                                                 


